
 

   FREEDOM PARK 

 

 

NATIONALISMS (EXCLUSIVE & INCLUSIVE) AND THE LIBERATION 

STRUGGLE. 

Key Messages:  

 The struggle for liberation was organized along definite strategies which were 

implemented by the liberation movements. 

 The struggle for liberation was a non-racial struggle involving members from across 

the racial spectrum. 



 

 

1. Programme Aims 

This programme aims to ensure that children acquire and apply knowledge and skills in ways 

that are meaningful to their own lives. In this regard, the programme promotes knowledge 

through interactive learning experience focusing on South Africa’s struggle for liberation, 

while being sensitive to global imperatives. 

 

To achieve the intended aims, the following Purposes are set: 

 equipping learners, irrespective of their socio-economic background, race, gender, 

physical ability or intellectual ability, with the knowledge, skills and values necessary 

for self-fulfillment, and meaningful participation in society as citizens of a free country; 

 To understand the objectives of the struggle within the context of non-racialism, non-

sexism and democracy; 

 Understand the strategies used to achieve liberation in terms of armed, mass, 

underground and international solidarity; 

 Understand the two broad types of nationalism that emerged since the formation of 

the Union of South Africa  and its impact on nation-building; 

 Understand ‘armed seizure of power’ vis a vis ‘negotiations’ which ultimately led to 

the Harare Declaration; 

 The role of Black intellectuals in furthering the cause of Pan Africanism. 

 

Background:  

This programme addresses the two faces of nationalism: the positive and negative. The concept of 

nationalism needs to be studied as a phenomenon that changed form during the Second World War, 

but has a long history. The origins of nationalism lie in Europe, including the unification of Italy and 

Germany and the revolutions of 1830 and 1848. The focus should be on understanding where 

nationalism comes from, on this topic. European empires provoked the emergence of nationalism in 

Africa through colonization and the destruction of identities. For indigenous people, nationalism was 

a system of self-defense, whereby they aimed to unify commonly oppressed peoples. Nationalist 

struggles in many regions were influenced by the Cold War. 



 When investigating the Afrikaners and Africans nationalism in South Africa, learners must be aided in 

their understanding of nationalism in this groups from both perspectives. As the new government 

started promulgating laws to force Africans off the land and into wage labor, people in the rural areas 

rebelled at the same time when people started organizing themselves politically in the urban areas. 

This led to the struggle which was a limited struggle and was highly organized and employed various 

strategies that were used. The struggle was divided into four strategies, the mass struggle, 

underground struggle, international solidarity and the armed struggle. 

 

 

Epoch Nationalism: 

South Africa had two competing nationalisms, embedded in the different organizations and 

movements, created to advance their different nationalisms. 

The rise of Afrikaner nationalism was established of Calvinist religious thought that Afrikaners were 

God’s chosen people, sharing same language; Afrikaans. Cultural and social movements were 

established to advance and protect the independence of the Afrikaners, the Broederbond, was an 

extremely exclusive, secret Afrikaner nationalist organization which, in a symbiotic relationship with 

the National Party, has played a determining role in the political development of South Africa. Its aim 

is the promotion of the Afrikaner's political, cultural and economic interests.” spheres of influence 

include: 

 The Ruiterwag – a totally secret organization, created by the Broederbond in 1958 as a 

youth wing. Selected young, male Afrikaners under the age of 35 can become members of 

the organization. 

 The Voortrekkers – a movement launched in 1931 as counterpart to the Boy Scouts and girl 

Guides 

 The Federasie van Afrikaanse Kultuurvereniginge (FAK) – a federation of cultural 

organizations created in 1929. 

 The Rapportryers – this group was launched as a counterpart to the Lions and Rotary 

organizations. The Rapportryers are often used for recruiting and screening potential 

members of the AB. 



 The Volkstaat “peoples state” "Volkstaat" is a term used to describe proposals to establish 

self-determination for Afrikaners in South Africa, either on federal principles or as a fully 

independent Afrikaner homeland. 

The rise of African Nationalisms was largely based on the highly and principled struggle for liberation 

movements, the African Peoples Organization and the formation of the South African National 

Natives Congress (SANNC, renamed ANC in 1924) in 1912, and the call to unite the African peoples of 

South Africa in the light of the Union of South Africa and the Land Act; alliance of professional 

people and traditional leaders, speaking on behalf of all South Africans; influence of World War II - 

the Atlantic Charter and AB Xuma’s African claims, as well as the returning soldiers; different types 

of African nationalism - Africanism of the ANC Youth League and the PAC split, following the 

Freedom Charter, which widened the definition of the ‘nation’ in the 1950s and beyond; as well as 

the role of ‘national reconciliation’ and ‘nation-building’ after Nelson Mandela’s release from prison. 

 

 

 

This epoch focuses on the contesting forces of white state formation (power) and the struggle for a 

democratic society as the backdrop to the painful birth of the new South Africa. The creation and 

consolidation of white power was not a uniform or straightforward process. The pact between Boer 

and Brit, between white capital and the racist white government, matured into the emergence of a 

‘narrow’ nationalism that was enforced became evident in the symbols that defined South Africa as a 

nation-state.  

 



 

This story will start with the new crusade launched by Afrikaner leaders to consolidate an Afrikaner 

identity in the period after the South African War. The new surge of Afrikaner nationalism will stand 

in stark contrast to the African responses to the Union of South Africa -that is, the supplications and 

deputations to the crown believing that British intervention was the key to their salvation. As these 

calls went unheeded, the African leaders started organizing towards the formation of a permanent 

African national political organization. A key moment in the struggle to defend the rights and freedoms 

of the Africans was the launch the South Africa African Nationalist Congress in 1912 -which became 

the African National Congress in 1923.  

 



Struggle Epoch: 

 
 

As the new government started promulgating laws to force Africans off the land and into wage labour, 

people in the rural areas rebelled at the same time when people started organizing themselves 

politically in the urban areas. 
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 The struggle was a limited struggle and was highly organized and employed various strategies that 

were used in the struggle:  

 Underground Struggle: the key message is that there was first, a system that was developed 

in terms of how information was shared and secondly, the role of the underground struggle 

in procurement and movement of arms  

 Armed Struggle: the key message is the fact that this was a restricted struggle. The focus was 

on police, military and only some economic institutions plus train lines. 

 Mass Struggle: The Mass Struggle was highly organized and the information will represent 

this e.g. how people were being politicized and conscientise. 

 International Solidarity: It is key to show that there was an international move starting from 

the 1910s already (since South Africa became a Union) where various deputations went 

overseas to request intervention. The information will then move on to the key moments e.g. 

O.R. Tambo garnering and harnessing international support 

Key epoch struggle programme focus areas during the presentation: 

 The story of Bambatha; 

 Sharpeville becomes a defining moment which leads to the struggle taking on a much broader 

dimension; 

 violent responses on the side of the apartheid government in contrast to the initial attempts 

of various congresses to open dialogue with the government; 

 strategies: mass struggle and international solidarity, came to other strategies – armed 

struggle and underground struggle; 

 Strategies led to the apartheid government been forced to the negotiating table. 


