
//hapo forms part of the final phase of Freedom Park, drawing all 
elements of this 52-hectare site together into a united whole. It 
serves as the starting point for visitors' journeys through 
Freedom Park. Here, guests receive a warm welcome and 
guidance to their chosen destinations, whether they opt for a full 
tour of the site or a brief visit to a specific space.

//hapo tells a story spanning 3.6 billion years, focusing on 
southern Africa while also touching on the rest of the 
continent. Our rich and diverse history unfolds in seven 
epochs, from creation to contemporary issues of 
reconciliation and nation-building.

Like other elements of Freedom Park, //hapo seamlessly blends 
into the landscape rather than imposing on it. The structure, 
designed with steel frames overlaid with copper, resembles 
boulders. Each of the seven epochs is depicted in a separate 
boulder. Over time, the copper weathers to match the natural 
stone hues of the surrounding area. Nestled among large trees 
and lush vegetation, //hapo harmonizes with the natural 
environment on the side of Salvokop.

Inside //hapo, the history of our region comes to life, encouraging 
visitors to engage beyond passive observation. Stories unfold in 
layers, inspiring wonder and curiosity. Instead of merely 
presenting facts, //hapo provides clues and tools that empower 
visitors to imagine, "What might it have been like for me?”

//hapo is much more than a traditional museum. It is a dynamic 
space where South Africa's historical, cultural, and spiritual 
narratives come alive. Here, visitors gain deeper insights into a 
complex past, celebrate the nation's cultural diversity, and 
contribute to shared dreams for the future. The ultimate goal of 
//hapo is to serve as a 'living' interpretive center, one that 
resonates personally with every South African.

Exhibitions are designed around social spaces that foster live 
interpretation, performance, and storytelling. Many exhibits 
include cultural or historical objects that visitors can touch, 
discuss, or use in interactive experiences. Guests actively 
participate by creating narratives, images, and videos, engaging 
in performances, crafting cultural objects, or taking part in other 
group activities. This immersive approach transforms visitors 
from spectators into participants, leaving their personal imprint 
on history.

By amplifying previously marginalized voices, //hapo highlights a 
people's history that showcases creativity, resilience, and the 
enduring spirit of our communities. It prioritizes indigenous 
knowledge, uplifting the African voice as a paradigm of 
understanding.
The seven epochs that form the foundation of southern Africa's 
story are:

Epoch 1: Earth 
Through African creation stories, this epoch explores the origins 
of the universe. Different societies attribute creation to a singular 
or multiple creators, while others emphasize natural forces. 
Scientific perspectives also play a role in shaping contemporary 
understanding. This epoch journeys back 3.6 billion years to 
examine the earliest forms of life and the geological origins of 
southern Africa, home to some of the oldest rocks and 
continental crust on Earth.

Epoch 2: Ancestors 
This epoch examines the concept of ancestors from both 
physical and spiritual perspectives. It explores how early humans 

developed control over their environment while recognizing 
ancestral veneration across cultures. Burial ceremonies and 
spiritual practices demonstrate humanity's deep connection with 
those who have passed, emphasizing the enduring presence of 
ancestors in cultural traditions.

Epoch 3: Peopling 
This epoch challenges the notion of pre-colonial African societies 
as static, highlighting their dynamic historical evolution. It 
showcases African innovations in science, culture, and 
spirituality over millennia. For more than 4,000 years, African 
communities have developed rich cultures, languages, spiritual 
traditions, and sustainable ways of life.

Epoch 4: Resistance and Colonization 
This epoch chronicles the major historical forces that shaped 
modern South Africa, a nation forged through centuries of 
struggle, oppression, and resilience. The arrival of colonialists in 
the late 1400s disrupted African societies, imposing systems of 
subjugation and exploitation. However, these hardships sparked 
a powerful resistance that ultimately contributed to the downfall 
of apartheid.

Epoch 5: Industrialization and Urbanization 
This epoch delves into the large-scale mineral exploitation during 
colonial rule and its impact on indigenous industries and 
settlement patterns. It highlights the coercion and violence used 
to create an African labor force, while also showcasing how 
workers fought to preserve their dignity and humanity amidst 
economic exploitation.

Epoch 6: Nationalisms and Struggle 
This epoch examines the competing forces of white state 
formation and the struggle for a democratic South Africa. The 
consolidation of white power was neither uniform nor 
straightforward. It resulted from complex political negotiations 
and compromises, ultimately leading to the apartheid system 
that took hold in 1948.

Epoch 7: Nation-Building and Continent-Building 
In this epoch, visitors engage with the story of South Africa's 
transition from apartheid to a constitutional democracy. The 
journey begins in the late 20th century, exploring the reclamation 
of freedoms enshrined in South Africa's Constitution.

By narrating the region's history from an African perspective, 
//hapo integrates indigenous knowledge with contemporary 
scientific understanding. It serves as a fusion of African wisdom 
and Western scholarship, offering a comprehensive story of the 
southern African continent.

//hapo is a place where South Africans gather to dream together, 
forging a shared vision for the future.

The Wall of Names is an awe-inspiring structure 
inscribed with the names of those who played a 
significantsignificant part in the eight conflicts within South Africa's history. 

To date, over 180 000 names have been inscribed. The design 
also allows for future generations to memorialise their heroes and 
heroines. 

Silhouetted against the sky stands the majestic 
sculpture of ascending reeds. With over 100 reeds, the 
tallest tallest measuring 32 meters in height, this spectacular sight 

ensures visibility of Freedom Park from all around the capital city. 
The reeds signify the rebirth of the South African nation as well as 
a nation embracing the future.
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